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Next Snow Survey Scheduled for April 1 

Sacramento Region Continues Water Reductions 
Amid Expected Meager Snowpack Results 

 

SACRAMENTO--The Sacramento region is continuing to reduce water use as 

California endures a fourth year of drought, according to an analysis of local water use 

data submitted to the State Water Resources Control Board (SWRCB) and the Regional 

Water Authority, which represents water providers in Sacramento, Placer, El Dorado, 

Yolo and Sutter counties. 

 

Residents reduced water use in February by 14 percent overall compared to the same 

month in 2013, the year the SWRCB uses for comparison.  

 

The finding comes as water managers are expected to find record-low snowpack 

conditions during the next snow survey scheduled for April 1.  

 

According to the California Department of Resources, electronic readings show that the 

Sierra Nevada snowpack’s water content is lower than any year in records going back 

to 1950 – just 8 percent of the historical average in late March.  
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"The April snow survey is especially significant, because measurements generally 

represent when snowpack is supposed to be at its peak," said RWA Water Efficiency 

Program Manager Amy Talbot. "Instead, the snowpack is expected to be dismally low, 

as our wettest months are behind us." 

 

The Regional Water Authority and local water providers are asking residents to continue 

conserving, with the goal of reducing water use by 20 percent (or 76 gallons per 

household per day).  

 

"The best place to start is outdoors," Talbot said, adding that in the Sacramento region, 

most of the water we use daily goes on lawns and outdoor landscaping,  and about 30 

percent of that is lost due to overwatering and evaporation. 

 

RWA and local water providers offer the following tips: 

 

• Check to make sure your landscape actually needs water before turning on 

sprinklers. An easy way to do this is by using a screwdriver to check soil 

moisture: Stick a six -inch screwdriver into the ground. If you can push it more 

than three inches below the surface, your landscape does not need to be 

watered. 

 

• Be vigilant about stopping runoff, which occurs when you apply more water at 

one time than the soil can absorb. If runoff occurs, re-schedule your sprinkler 

timer for shorter segments with multiple start times.  

 

• Retain moisture that is applied by adding two to three inches of organic mulch 

around trees and plants to reduce evaporation. Mulch is like icing on a cake, 

because it keeps the soil moist the way icing keeps a cake moist. Mulch  
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slows evaporation, allowing water to sink into the soil, moderates soil 

temperature and breaks down into nutrients for plants.  

 

Additional water-saving tips plus information about rebates and free services available 

to help residents use less water is available at BeWaterSmart.info. 

 

About the Regional Water Authority: RWA is a joint powers authority representing 

two dozen water providers and affiliates in the greater Sacramento area. Its primary 

mission is to help its members protect and enhance the reliability, availability, 

affordability and quality of water resources.  
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