
American River Parkway Foundation
5700 Arden Way, Carmichael
(916) 486-2773
The American River Parkway Native Plant 
Demonstration Garden is focused on educating the 
public about the conservation benefits of utilizing native 
plants. The garden planted in 2007 sits on half and acre 
of land adjacent to the Streng Volunteer Center in the 
William B. Pond Recreation Area, and consists entirely of 
plants native to the American River Parkway.

American River Water Education Center
7785 Folsom-Auburn Road, Folsom
(916) 989-7100
Open Monday - Friday, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Garden has several areas emphasizing xeriscape 
landscaping with native and non-native species. 
Wheelchair access is available to portions of the garden 
and the Education Center exhibits. The garden is located 
at the American River Water Education Center which 
has numerous water use and conservation displays.

Donna M. Dean Water Conservation Garden
10268 Waterman Road, Sacramento
(916) 875-4217
This garden design uses drought-tolerant plants in an 
attractive landscape setting that employs good water 
management and conservation measures. Brochures are 
available on-site which outline the layout and describe 
the landscaping. Wheelchair access.

El Dorado Irrigation District Garden 
2890 Mosquito Rd, Placerville 
(530) 642-4126
The garden has over 30 species, and plant signs give 
both the common and botanical name. Open to the 
public every day. Wheelchair access.

Elk Grove Rain Garden Plaza
Laguna Springs Drive across from Colton Park, Elk 
Grove
The Elk Grove Rain Garden Plaza is designed to 
educate the public about eco-friendly landscaping and 
encourages water conservation with native and drought-
resistant plants. The Rain Garden Plaza features a 
creatively-designed and aesthetically-pleasing outdoor 
area that includes rain gardens, biofiltration swales and 
pervious paving systems.

Fair Oaks Horticulture Center
Fair Oaks Park, 8100 Temple Park Rd, Fair Oaks
(916) 875-6913
The Fair Oaks Horticulture Center is a wonderful 
creation of the U.C. Cooperative Extension and Master 
Gardeners. The water efficient landscape garden portion 
of the horticulture center is open to visitors every day. 
Four interconnected landscapes display California native, 
Mediterranean, perennial/bunchgrass, and common 
variety gardens. Signs provide a self-guided tour, and 
all 150 or so plant species are labeled with common and 
botanical names.

Garden on Eden
4900 Eden Ct, Sacramento
The landscape is located in a Carmichael neighborhood 
at the corner of Root Avenue and Eden Court, earning it 
the name, The Garden on Eden.

Howe Park Garden
2201 Cottage Way, Sacramento
The Gardens at Howe Park are truly unique in that 
they showcase four, state-of-the-art, low-water use 
demonstration landscapes, including Sensible Switchover 
(represents the layout of a residential setting), Wilder 
Wonders (a wilder, less constructed garden filled with 
color and texture), Water Works (a working rain garden), 
and Effortless Edibles (featuring low-water edibles and 
aromatics).
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Placer Nature Center
3700 Christian Valley Road, Auburn
(530) 878-6053
Native Plant Garden: Native grasses, wildflowers, 
herbs and trees are wonderfully adapted to the foothill 
environment. Discover the wonder of native plants 
and learn how to ensure their survival in your yard. 
Wheelchair access.

Sacramento County Animal Control
3839 Bradshaw Road, Sacramento
Located at the front of the shelter, the Sacramento 
County Department of Water Resources designed and 
planted a rain garden that serves to collect rain water.

Sacramento Water Wise Demonstration 
Garden 
1395 35th Ave, Sacramento 
(916) 808-5605 Open Monday-Friday 8-4:30  
The nearly 1 acre Water Wise Garden features native and 
drought tolerant plants and a 8,000 gallon rain cistern, as 
well as three types of ground covers you might grow in 
your yard- buffalo grass, kurapia, and cool season grass. 
Nearly everything is watered with drip irrigation to help 
limit its water usage and two areas are irrigated with 
subsurface drip. There is educational signage throughout 
the site to provide visitors tips on ways that they can 
use water wisely while maintaining a lush landscape. 
Wheelchair access. Located at the Department of Utilities 
Administrative offices.

San Juan Water District WEL Garden
9935 Auburn Folsom Road, Granite Bay
(916) 791-2663
Open Monday - Friday, 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Located at 9935 Auburn Folsom Road in Granite Bay, 
this garden has something for all. Efficient irrigation 
demonstrations are featured throughout the garden.  The 
garden is ever changing incorporating new technologies 
and landscape designs. Open for free self-guided tours 
Monday through Friday 8:30 am to 4 pm. If you would 
like more information or would like to schedule a group 
tour please call 916-791-2663.

Sherwood Demonstration Garden 
El Dorado Center - Folsom Lake College
6699 Campus Drive, Placerville
April - October Open Fridays & Saturdays  9 a.m. - 12 
p.m.  November - March Open 1st and 2nd Saturday 
of each Month 9 a.m. - 11:00 a.m. 
Sherwood Demonstration Garden is the creation 
of the U.C. Cooperative Extension and Master 
Gardeners. It will provide the public with a hands-
on, interactive experience about research-based, 
sustainable gardening practices specific to the west 
slope of El Dorado County, appropriate for all ages and 
cultures, and reflective of a variety of environments 
and gardening experiences. There are 16 individual 
demonstrations gardens ranging from the All-Stars 
Garden to the Native Plant Garden and everything in 
between!

UC Davis Arboretum 
LaRue Rd.  University of California, Davis
(530) 752-4880
Paved walkways guide visitors through this large 
Arboretum which specializes in many identified plants 
adapted to a Mediterranean climate, with hot, dry 
summers and cool, wet winters. Established in 1936, the 
Arboretum occupies about 100 acres along the banks of 
the old north channel of Putah Creek.

(William) Land Park Rock Garden
15th Avenue and Land Park Drive, Sacramento
(916) 277-6159
This garden includes raised beds, decomposed granite 
walks, rock-lined retainer walls, streams and a small 
pond developed during depression era WPA program. 
There is an emphasis on foliage, form and flowers 
that last. Many plants are attractive to hummingbirds, 
butterflies and beneficial insects.

For more information go to www.BeWaterSmart.infoFor more information go to www.BeWaterSmart.info


